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 The only person who has owned up to making hybrids between Portea and Aechmea is Luis Ariza-Julia from Dominican Republic who did these deeds in the 1970's.
All the Porteas that I have seen are big, take up a lot of space but, even by Adelaide standards, have

large showy flower heads.I assume that in northern N.S.W. and places further north you

could use them in landscape gardening. Who, other than a landscape gardener would want to hybridize these large plants and luckily, no-one in Australia has tried to do so. 

Those who attended the Easter Conference in Sydney 1991 would have seen my slide of Portea leptantha which I showed purposely so that Harry Luther could see that the true

species was in Australia. You see, the true P. leptantha is rare in the U.S. but lots masquerade under this name. When I discussed this with Harry over a Chinese meal I promised to send "vital bits"'to him next time it flowered.

Well, it did flower and I did send "vital bits" as promised. The answer? "Your Portea
is not P. leptantha; enclosed is a photocopy of a portion of the inflorescence of that species".

The inflorescence was larger, the branches of the inflorescence were thinner & the stem between the floral bract and flower (pedicel) was much longer than the specimen I sent.

I am well aware that we in Adelaide are proud when we get an inflorescence 30cm long for Aechmea ramosa or A. bracteata, whereas those who have damp sumners manage much better. So one offset is now in Cairns and I hope that Zaiga Hartnett will be able to produce a much larger (and different?) inflorescence. Is this the answer or does the answer lie in the quirks of hybridization? You may recall also at the Conference of my proud boast

that I had grown xPortemea 'Luis Ariza Julia' from seed (!) from the U.S. Society Seed

Bank.
Needless to say I got plants which bore some relationship with the parents, that

is, Portea leptantha and Aechmea mulfordii. I already had the.”true” P. leptantha and the "true" A. mulfordii so I did not want to confuse matters further and destroyed my so called xPortemea 'Luis Ariza Julia'.

I wonder how many plants raised by others are OUT THERE under the misapprehension
that

hybrids can be reproduced from seed. My "true" P. leptantha, which I had imported specially from the U.S. was the subject of Harry's comments, and I now wonder if in fact it was a seedling from hybrid parents and has links with the 1970's prograrmm of Luis Ariza Julia.

So, we'll wait a couple of years for Zaiga to come up with conclusions and if it is clearly not P. leptantha, then a cultivar name will need to be thought up to try to stop confusion!

ON THE SAME THEME but with a more concrete solution, revolves around a plant I imported from California at the same time as my P. leptantha. At least the Americans weren't sure this time because the label said Aechmea? Streptocalyx? Portea?
This also flowered and I sent a slide and description to Harry. The plant looked like a Portea but the inflorescence was more like an Aechmea. The answer .. ?  "It is probably a hybrid. Maybe it is P. petropolitana x Aechmea mulfordii or aquilega, can't be certain. The mauve petal argues for Portea as one parent & the habit simulates Aechmea. It appears to be attractive, so give it a cultivar name and send it to the tropical landscapers."


Well, the name is going to be xPortemea 'California Blue' for obvious reasons and if anyone out East is interested in an offset it'll cost you $10.00 cos that's the probable postage cost!

